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called the " posting sweat" (because it posted from town to
town), the " new acquaintance/' the " hot sickness/' or the like.
The fifth epidemic of the sweat during a few weeks of the
summer of 1551 was the last of it in England; it died out>
or became an extinct species of disease,* having had a com-
paratively brief duration of sixty-seven years.    It was ex-
pected to come back; and wide-spread epidemic disease, with &
sweating character, did come back in 1557 and 1558, as well
as in tlio generation following.    But these later epidemics
were not tho true English -sweat; that had been a short and
sharp attack, all over in death or in recovery within twenty-
four hours; you wore despatched, as the French ambassador
wrote from London in 1528, " without languishing, as in those
troublesome fevers."   The subsequent epidemics with a sweat-
ing typo (they had occurred before in 1510 and 1530-40) wore
the languishing, troublesome fevers, which were known each
time they appeared as " the new disease/' " the now ague/*
" the strange fever/* " the hot ague/' " the new delight/' or
other such playful names, indicating at once their troublesome
nature and their somewhat smaller risk to life. Those epidemics
are interesting, inasmuch as it is not always easy
to distinguish the epidemics that would now
be called influenza from the " hot agues " or
" strange fevers."   One of tho greatest periods of these in Eng-
land (and elsewhere) befell in the summers and autumns of 1657
and 1558, six or seven years after the last sweat; and they had
theft the sweating type so pronounced that a physician who had
an attack near Southampton in 1558 actually calls the disease
a sweat, and compares it with the sweat of King Edward's
reign, which had cut off " the two noble princes of Suffolk,
imps of honour most towardly." At Bod well, near Leeds, wh(*r#
the burials seldom exceeded twenty in a year, they ne$e i)ti
1557 to seventyHi&fy $ad in 1658 to 124 Theme two epid
1557 and 1558, mwa 9 great impression all over the
the annalists record them ^  having cut of *;
the wealthiest men all ffiagtead thw^
especially severe on, the elorgyv "*o that a ,g^,*i^^
parishes were unserved, aadl >ao ^curatei1,^ ^';;^^^i'^^;
JBO govern on ^e.-^dqi^

